MINUTES OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

HELD ON 11 MARCH 2003

Present:-
Fr. Vincent Gallogley, Fr. John Kealy, Pat Farrington, Lindy Martin, Judith Carr, Johny Van Der Bracht, Juliana Olatunde, Barry O’Halpin, Yvonne Nielsen, Yvonne Stausboll and Brigid Alty.

Apologies:-
Susanne Lehne, Horst Dengler, Jeff Thomson, Fr. Max Jaya, Brian O’Neill and Liam O’Luanaigh.

The meeting opened at 19.50 and Fr. Vincent said the opening prayer.

Matters Arising from the February Minutes:-

Fr. Vincent will get the gluten free hosts just before First Communion as they don’t have a long shelf life.

Grain de Vie are very grateful for all that the Parish has done so far and for any future business that we give them.

The P.P.C. would like to give some recognition to Colma and Liam for all their work over the past few years. Some time in the future, they could be invited for a glass of wine etc after the 6pm Mass. A mention of their work should be put in the next Newsletter.

Fr. Vincent mentioned the chaos that seems to have arisen over the payment for the doughnuts. There has been no one in charge to pay the bills and order the right number.

There are also problems with money going from the main account into the Charities account. Clementine has been away for several months so there has been no-one acting as Treasurer. Yvonne N. said she’ll help Nicole Smith with paying the invoices and both Yvonnes said they’d give help where they could. We need to find someone to be responsible for incoming doughnut money and Yvonne will see Angela and bank it. ACTION: Yvonne.

The Minutes were approved.

Charity Collections:-
Colma has handed over the Charities file to Yvonne Stausboll. All the slots up to the end of Lent have been filled. Yvonne will bank all the money.

We still have no procedures for the selection of charities. We have 6  collections during Lent and 10 others throughout the year, including Charity Sales Sunday

Some charities such as St. Vincent de Paul and The Little Sisters of the Poor have become regulars. May tends to be El Salvador, which is the choice of the Confirmation group. The slots that need to be filled will have to be bona fide charities and the Finance Council will also want to know their details. It would be good to try and support local charities which do not have any other local church support and any parishioner who recommends a charity should be prepared to come and speak at Mass on their behalf.

Charity selection should be reviewed every quarter and Yvonne will have a proposal and criteria for next month. ACTION: Yvonne.

Maintenance:-

Dishwasher: the plastic connections had perished but replacements have been purchased. The man at the shop has a model that he is willing to sell to us for 900 Euros. It is a very good model and is long lasting. The proposal will go to the Finance Committee.

Hall: this has been painted by Barry, Johny and others. Thank you.

Trees: they have been trimmed and the wood chipped. Next week, they start on the new land. Chippings can be collected by anyone who wants them. The Gemeente will be asked to clear their land of dead trees.

Land: We need to open up an exit onto Molenstraat; we have F.C. approval for a gate.

No price has yet been agreed for a footpath from behind the Church to opposite the sports hall. We need 100m of path, which will be about 4000 Euros. A Bobcat will be need for this and it could be used to make the access to Molenstraat.

A path, fence and security gate have been agreed to though no price has been arranged. The fence will be 2m high (the Gemeente has a minimum height of 1.70m) and need to be 2.70m from the street. We need to know whether to have fencing all the way round the property.

Portacabins: we need authorisation for these from the Gemeente. A scale map needs to be drawn, showing where they will be placed and then the request can be taken to the Gemeente. We can have them for 5 years and then renew the authorisation. They cannot be place where the old sheds were but could be placed on the tennis court. Drainage and foundations need to be discussed.

Waste pipe: it will cost about 13000 Euros to connect us to the main drain on the street. This is now with the Finance Council.

Microphones: the radio mikes are not working yet again. We need to get a professional in to do an assessment. The one on the lectern needs fixing to it. Johny will do this. ACTION: Johny.

Evangelisation and Education:-

The Alpha Course is going very well; there were 102 people for the Saturday night meal and 80 are expected tomorrow.

Judith will get the order of service for First Communion from Angela to Fr. Vincent so that he can look through it. ACTION: Judith.
The First Communion children do not receive wine at the service.

Worship:-

Music: both the Ashbournes and the Martins will be away over Easter so somebody will be needed to provide music at the Masses. Fr. John does it on Good Friday. Lindy will see if Jeff Oppenheim is available.

Christian Service:-

Barry thanked everyone for their hard work in the Hall and grounds. The Hall needs new curtains so Barry will get some estimates. ACTION: Barry.
Parish Life:-

Marti Mongiello is leaving the Parish very soon and will need to be replaced for both the web site and the Newsletter. Yvonne Nielsen will talk to Ferran and then make an appeal in Words for someone. ACTION: Yvonne.
The Au Pairs group needs to be taken out of the Parish Life listings.

A.O.B.:-

The Finance Council’s Annual Report will be ready in April. Infrastructure is on going; a second- hand ride–on mower has been purchased for 2500 Euros and 2 Portacabins will cost 10000 Euros each. These can be partitioned and have heating/air conditioning. The only drawback is they don’t contain toilets.

There will be a reception for Juliana and Francis Olatunde on 29 March after the 6pm Mass as they are leaving the Parish on 31 March. Fr. Vincent thanked them both for all their work.

Yvonne Stausboll said the closing prayer and the meeting ended at 21.40

