MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON 9 APRIL 2002

Present:-

Fr. John Kealy, Judy Martin (Chair), Judith Carr (Secretary), Walter Huyghe (Knights), Peter and Francoise Ashbourne (GIFT), Gerlinde Mathews (Mothers Prayers) and Johny Van Der Bracht (Infrastructure).

Apologies:-

Fr. Vincent Gallogley, Colma O’Luanaigh, Leslie Kirk, Kevin Dowling, Clementine George, Brian O’Neill, Susanne Lehne and Lindy Martin.

The meeting opened at 20.00 and Fr. John said the opening prayer.

Points:-
Sister Maria is ill and will not be able to do the Renewal. She is being replaced by Barbara Mason.

The March minutes were approved but will be discussed at the next meeting.

Walter will bring his cross to the next meeting and will be the first item on the agenda. Action: Walter/Judy 

Parish Renewal:- 

This will be much shorter due to Barbara taking over at late notice from Sister Maria. Barbara would like to talk at Mass but not give the Homily. NB the Children’s Mass should be no longer than 5 minutes!!

Walter will ask the Knights to do the pancakes on Sunday after the 12 noon Mass.

There will be books on sale during the weekend from Goodnews Books.

Judith suggested that the choir could practice the First Communion hymns with the FC children in the hall, to free Mary’s room for the books and videos.

Francoise asked the parish to pay Barbara’s airfare: £130.60. Judy will contact the finance committee about this and the booksellers’ travel expenses. Action: Judy.
Gerard and Toni are staying with Peter and Francoise and Barbara with Susanne.

Barbara could see the pre-Confirmation group in the 5.00 – 5.45 slot and these teenagers could look after the smaller children during the adult talk.

Catering:- Friday evening: Bernie and Anne-Marie for the cheese and wine

                Saturday lunch: pot luck

                Sunday evening: Jenni to put out tea and biscuits

                Monday evening: Judy to organise tea, fancy biscuits and cake

Steve will print a poster stating the timetable. 2 people will be needed at each Mass to man a desk, which will give out invitations and receive replies back.

Speakers are needed at each Mass to explain the changes. Judith 6pm, Steve 9.15, Francoise 10.30 and Peter 12.00. We will need about 600 individually named invitations and blanks for non-registered parishioners.

Judy has sent details of the Renewal to BESPA, Judith will take posters to St. Paul’s and Peter will organise Holy Trinity and St. Andrew’s.

Music will be needed on Friday 19.30 – 20.00, Saturday 14.00 – 16.00 during the Reconciliation Service, Sunday 20.00 – 21.30 and Monday 19.30 onwards

On Sunday, after the Pancake Lunch, there will be a video called “Catholics Making A Difference” followed by a discussion led by Toni and Gerard from Goodnews books. There will also be a video for children.

There were no reports from Catechetics, Liturgy, Knights or Finance.

Infrastructure:-

The trees have been pollarded today. 3 will have to come down some time in the future. The branches will be moved out of the way for the weekend and shredded on April 24 into chips. The total cost is 250 Euros.

The Church walls have been recovered and painted black for protection. The poles have also been painted. The loose roof tiles have been fixed and Johny has mended the light transformers. The garage roofs have been redone in asphalt today.

Work that still needs doing: -

patio light and the light for Fr. Vincent’s office


door stoppers in the Church


the gap at the top of the crying room needs filling in.

Chairs:-
The announcement about the final “chair drive” has been postponed until after the Renewal. 400 chairs have been ordered.

Old chairs:- Fr. John will put a message through the diocese to see if any other parish would like them. If not, the manufacturer could take them away. Action: Fr. John
Charity Collections:-
All charity beneficiaries have been paid except for the Cardinals Collections and Jumbulance, which will be paid as soon as possible. The Lenten Collections raised the following: -

Cardinal x 2   2062.39 Euros

Rwanda Church   1862.02 Euros

Fr. Jake’s Charity   2723.24 Euros

Courant d’Air   1705.23 Euros

Jumbulance   2161.91 Euros

The collection on April13/14 is for Emergency Famine Relief in Malawi. The May collection (on May 17/18) is for Fr. Vincent’s S. American Charity. This is Confirmation weekend and the Confirmation children chose this charity.
AOB:-
All parishioners are invited to Rose’s dinner to put her son through college on Sunday 28 April at 13.30.

The AGM will held on 18 June after the Fayre. Judy has spoken to Clementine re the finances for the Fayre – Clementine needs someone to do this. ACTION: Clementine.

All parishioners are invited to a party for those leaving the parish on Saturday 8 June after 6pm Mass. We need to know who is leaving so please alert the office. Brian will find out how many people are leaving the Catechetics team this year. ACTION: Brian.

Peter and Francoise have new videos for the discussion group.

Judy would like a photo of all parish organisers for the parish brochure. She reminds everyone that she would be happy to stand down as Chair in June. If anyone would like to take over, please speak to Fr. Vincent or her.  
The next meeting will be held on May 14 at 19.30.

Fr. John said the closing prayer and the meeting closed at 21.55.

